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ØØØØØ  RCF website launched
Ø Ø Ø Ø Ø New Con.Ed Manager
        appointed
Ø Ø Ø Ø Ø Health & Sanitation
        program begins
Ø Ø Ø Ø Ø Community empower-
        ment
Ø Ø Ø Ø Ø Diploma course com-
        mences
Ø Ø Ø Ø Ø WED Celebrations

Happy reading!

New look for RCF website
It has been a long four weeks but
this has paid off for Australian
Business Volunteer (ABV) Stuart
Thompson and RCF staff Rebecca
Negints, Ambiki Kome and Igsie
Jimike as they tirelessly worked
long hours to get the RCF website
up and running.
The website has a new look which
is eyecatching and professionally
tailored to suit the goals and aspi-
rations of the organisation.

This would not have been possible
without the expertise of Stuart who
was able to impart his skills and
knowledge within the limited time
given to accomplish the project.
The eagerness of designated staff
was a bonus.
The keen acquisition and applica-
tion of new skills and knowledge
in website designing, monitoring
and management by Rebecca,
Ambiki and Igsie was evident in
the successful launching of the
website on the 12th July.
Though the website was originally

AB Volunteer Stuart easily commands concentration from staff  who
are eager to acquire new skills and knowledge on website designing.

launched in 2000, much of the in-
formation it hosted was outdated.
The organisation is grateful to
Project Manager, Primas Kapi,
who contacted ABV volunteering
services to engage a volunteer to
redesign and get the website func-
tioning.
Stuart was attached with RCF for
the duration of his stay, and was
accommodated at RCF’s transit
house.

Stuart’s qualifications include a
Bachelor of Science in Computer
Science with a Diploma in
Industrial studies and over 6 years
of experience building web sites in
Australia. Stuart is currently
working for the Sydney Harbour
Foreshore Authority in Sydney, as
a ColdFusion Programmer building
web sites for them.
Stuart decided to take up this
assignment because he wanted to
volunteer overseas for some time
and use his technical skills to teach
others.

It has been months since we last
updated our readers.
Well, RCF is pleased to inform
you of the website which was
launched recently with the expert
help of Stuart Thompson ABV
volunteer. You can visit our website
on www.rcf.org
Apart from that, we have had in-
teresting developments with the
Crater Mountain project and Con-
servation Education Program.
The health and sanitation program
has gone off to a good start with
Crater people eager to participate
in the program.
While the diploma course is being
taught and is progressing well.
Above all, we also have a newly
appointed Conservation Educa-
tion Manager. Former Teacher
trainer Sangion Tiu is now the pro-
gram manager.



2Singaut June 2007
  

New Con.Ed manager

Health and sanitation program begins
The Environmental Health officer
Martin Moses, has begun the sani-
tation assessment tour for
Crater villages starting with
Mengino. Martin was in
Mengino for four days vis-
iting homes and assessing
hygiene practices of the
people. The health and
sanitation program is part
of the rural water supply
and sanitation project.
In this program, Martin will
collaborate with the people
by creating awareness on
the importance of sanitation
in the home as well as per-
sonal hygiene.
Martin inspected latrine
use, personal and household
hygiene practices, rubbish
disposal pits and communicable dis-
eases.

From the assessment, Martin has
identified lack of proper sanitation

and poor hygiene practices as com-
mon health problems.

To address this, awareness and
training will be  carried out on health

and hygiene practices us-
ing the Participatory Hy-
giene and Sanitation Trans-
formation (PHAST)
method.
Other planned activities in-
clude design and construc-
tion of improved toilets,
laundry and washing sta-
tions and proper rubbish dis-
posal pits.
These activities will be
implemented through out
the year begining in
Mengino and later moving
to other villages.
The Mengino community is
grateful and welcome the
rural water supply as well

as the  health and sanitation program.

The PHAST method will focus on the mothers and
children to improve health and hygiene practices.

Working with the organization for
eight years and being a pioneer
participant in the HELP program
in EHP is a bonus for Sangion Tiu
who was the senior teacher trainer
until her recent appointment as the
Conservation Education program
manager.
Ms Tiu has been at the forefront
of the Conservation Education
program and has been instrumental
in the success of the program in
the past years. With her vast
experience and qualifications, Ms
Tiu will be a dynamic key player
in taking the Conservation
Education program a step further.
Ms Tiu’s qualifications include a
Diploma  in Teaching Secondary
and a Bachelor of Education from
the University of Papua New
Guinea, a Master of Education
from the Queensland University of
Technology, Australia and has just
completed a Master of Science

from the University of Waikato in
New Zealand.
Prior to joining RCF in 2000, Ms
Tiu was a secondary school

teacher and has taught in schools
in Eastern Highlands and Morobe
provinces. As a teacher, Ms Tiu

always believed that one had a
responsibility to people they
served. “Success never comes
easy”, she says. “One has to be
dedicated and committed to what
one does. You must set goals and
objectives that you want to
achieve in life and ensure that you
stay focused to achieve these”,
she added.
Since her appointment, Ms Tiu
had been busy delegating new
responsibilities to staff. One of the
major tasks respectively shared
amongst staff is the teaching of
the Diploma course at UOG. This
involves the unique approach of
team teaching where various staff
members are involved in  lectures
and tutorials for respective topics
they have researched and written.
The approach will also enable

staff with little  experience in
tertiary teaching to gain confidence
and build up their capacities to take
over more teaching in future.

Ms Tiu, always stressed that outdoor
environmental education enhanced
student learning.
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Community empowerment
With Rural Livelihoods Field
Officer(RLFO) Titus Jerry on
board, activities in Crater have
gone off to a good start. In the
month of May, Titus was busy in
Mengino, Maimafu and  Abigarama
villages.
While in Abigarama and
Maimafu the communi-
ties submitted names to
volunteer again as Wild-
life management commit-
tees in each community
respectively.
In Mengino, the commu-
nity was reminded of their
committment toward sup-
porting the rural water
supply project by provid-
ing their part of the con-
tribution. This is to ensure
that the project is a shared
responsibility and the
people can take owner-
ship, maintain and manage
the project to ensure lon-
gevity and communal ben-
efits.
All the communities were
also informed of the planned
Health and sanitation activities
which will be implemented through
out the year by the Environmental
Health officer.
Another major activity for this
quarter was the visit by CELCOR
lawyers Lynette Pokas and James
Nemo who were accompanied by
Primas and Titus into Mengino in
June. The presentation by
CELCOR lawyers , was a follow

up from last year and took two
days. During the talk, Lynette high-
lighted through a power point pre-
sentation the constitution of PNG,
individual citizen rights, law mak-
ing bodies and the processes in-
volved from the National down to

local level governments.
The second day focused on the
fourth national goal and directive
principle on Natural resources
and Environment.
Lynette elaborated on ownership of
resources such as gold and oil. The
people were informed of state
ownership of such natural re-
sources and that the people had  no
right to stop any exploration on their
land. Relevant aspects of the min-

ing act was also discussed briefly.
Lynette also informed the people
of their rights and steps to take
when news of a mining explora-
tion company is in the area. To con-
clude, a documentary on the effects
of existing logging and mining ac-

tivities on the livelihood
of people in certain parts
of the country was
shown which captured
the peoples’ interest.
Following the presenta-
tion on landowner rights,
James went on to ex-
plain the Limited prefer-
ential voting (LPV) sys-
tem.
The focus was on how
to cast a formal vote,
and what a ballot paper
would look like.
A demonstration of a for-
mal vote was done. Fol-
lowing the demonstra-
tion some people were
selected to take part in
a mock election. From
the results of the mock

election the importance of all three
votes cast in the LPV system was
explained.
The young people showed under-
standing of the LPV system and
appreciated the demonstration and
mock election that was done as it
would be useful during the 2007
elections. Those who understood
the system would then assist the
older people when it came to cast-
ing votes.

Checking water source for the water project with water
engineer Richard Clark.

Diploma course in progress
The diploma course at UOG com-
menced at the begining of semes-
ter two and is progressing well.
There are four students enrolled in
the course which aims to equip the
students with content as well as
practical application. Hence the
students have had two field work.

One field trip was made to
Gahavisuka provincial park to do
a biodiversity survey. The other
field trip was made to the Kainantu
cultural centre to expose students
to certain setups which directly or
indirectly promote indigenous
knowledge.

Both field excursions were enrich-
ing and enhanced the content of
the two papers being offered -
‘Biodiversity conservation’ and
‘Indigenous knowledge and
conservation.in Melanesia’
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Environmental songs to celebrate WED

As people around the world
celebrated world environment day,
on the theme ‘Melting ice - a hot
topic’  various activities
were carried out to
commemorate this
significant event .
At RCF, WED
celebrations included a
song competition, video
and power point
presentations on global
warming. In fact, the
environmental song
competition was the
highlight of the days
celebration  staged on
June 8th.
Schools within Goroka
were invited to
participate in the
activities. The focus of the
activities was to create awareness
on global warming and means of
addressing it through individual

actions.
The  ‘Environmental song
competition’ drew a lot of interest

from students.
The purpose of the environmental
song competition, which was a
first of its kind organised by

program staff Igsie Jimike was to
draw out local talent in music to
promote the importance of the

environment.
Through songs people
can be educated about
caring for the
environment. Hence
the competition was not
restricted to a few but
to all with the ability and
talent to compose
music.
In Crater, Mengino
people had a glimpse of
the effect of global
warming through a
power point
presentation on
‘ E n h a n c e d
greenhouse effect’ by

Primas during WED.
Following the presentation, a video
on effect of global warming on
wildlife was shown.

A blind student performing his environmental song. He is
assisted by a teacher.


